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The typical scripted test case is difficult to understand and even more
difficult to maint ain. Take th is one, for exampl e. Even if you could readit ,

you would be hard pre ssed to understand what it was doing wit hout
time -consuming scrutiny. | have written many test cases just like this.

You probably have as well T and if not, | bet you have had to maintain
some!
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Logical.SceneElements.Cut(); " ANig »_‘I'i

Logical.SceneElements.Paste();

This is exactly the same test case, but with a series of techniques applied
that together let the essence of the test case come through. Not onl y
does this version do everything the much longer version did, but this test
case can take the place of many other test cases as well.
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The plethora of compli  cated test cases just like this one that are typically
necessary causes the development of test case automation to lag behind
product development to such a degree that by the time we testers can

start finding bugs our developers are likely to h ave moved onto other
tasks and be reluctant to switch back to a ficompletedo task. Similarly, if
we uncover fundamental flaws in the feature definition or implementation
it may be too late in the product cycl e to reme dythem. Inthe race of us
against everyone else we cannot even tie, let alone win!
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Logical.Projects.CreateNewProject();

Logical.SceneElements.CreateRectangle(
new Point(100, 100), new Point(300,.300)); Qs

Q
Logical.SceneElements.SelectAll(); - ”

Logical.Appearance. SetAppearanceP rty(
Logical.Fill);

Lo%lcal .Appearance. SetColor(DataM
ullSpectrumProvider.GetNextValue

Logical.SceneElements.Cut();

Logical.SceneElements.Paste();

Imagine if, rather than one tester poking our head up from am ong the
throng, we could be out ahead of everyone else, scouti ng the way at all
prudent speed.

Writing fewer, simpler tests that rarely need to be maintained would let

us not only keep up with the pa ck but get ahead. We would have time to
look for those deep, gnarly bugs that are  the most diffi cult to find. We
could be testers rather than automat ors!
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Move from large numbers of test cases that all look alike and are hard to
understand to fewer more general test cases that cover more surface
area of your product with less effort! The myriad problems you must
overcome can be grouped into three areas, each with its own solution.
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Focus

Duplication -
: On Your
Complexity Customer

Test cases are full of duplication and complexity that is begging to be
factored out, but doing S0 in a structured way is difficult. Make it simple
by focusing ony our customer.
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o Focus
Duplication -
Complexity o Your
Customer
Infinite Move Variation
Execution Paths - Out Of
Data Values Your Test Cases
The number of execution paths and data valu es that must be tested is
immense and overwhelms your test cases. Free your test cases from this
jail by moving variation from your t est cases to your test libraries.
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Execution and verification seem to be inextricably tied to each other and
SO your test cases are tied into knots while attempting to verify the small
number of datapoints you m anage to verify. Cut through this tangle by
decoupling verification from execution.
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